
TTRUSTEEE REPORT:: Staying Connected 
Renee Vaughan, Trustee

FOLLOW  LIKE  SUBSCRIBE  COMMENT  SHARE 

Sixteen months ago, I was sworn in as your  
Genoa Township Trustee. The last 14 months 
have been challenging because of the pandemic. 
Communicating with residents has been difficult 
for most of my term, township offices have been 
closed and meetings have been held virtually. 
However, my commitment to represent Genoa 
residents has remained the same.

During this time, interacting with the public has 
been limited. Nevertheless, the township has 
made its best effort so that residents can        
participate in our virtual meetings. In June of 
2020, we resumed public comment during 
meetings, and this past fall, the administration 
invested in new video equipment to live stream 
meetings. At this time, the township is working 
on improving the audio quality and meeting        
experience for residents. The first in person 
meeting was held in April. In addition, residents 
were able to watch virtually. 

Staying connected with residents has always 
been a priority for me. I can better represent the 
people if I know what they want. I value input 
from citizens and welcome questions,  concerns, 
and feedback. Therefore, I will resume my 
monthly face-to-face “Residents’ Hour”        
gatherings in May. Residents who are interested 
in learning more about dates and times can send 
an email to RVaughan@GenoaTwp.com.

There are many projects planned in Genoa 
Township this summer. I encourage you to view 
the agenda on the township website prior to 
meetings and share your thoughts and        
opinions.  

Serving the Residents 
of Genoa Township, 

NEWS & INFORMATION

HEALTHH SAFETY:: Reopening, Reimagining Services

    

Gradually Genoa Township is       
beginning its return to normal– or 
at least our new normal. Park       
restrooms have reopened, the 
popular Movies at McNamara 
Park are set to return as is the     
opportunity to rent park shelter-
houses throughout the Township. 
Modifications have been made to 
Township offices and virtual meet-
ing audio is being improved.  

The Township has carefully 
adapted and established new  
practices that will provide an   
environment that is as safe as 
possible for employees and     
residents. 

The first Township public event 
to make a return is Movies at 
McNamara Park on June 12.        
Reservations are now required in 
order to claim a 10 square foot 
viewing area to enjoy the Disney 
Pixar movie Onward on the out-
door screen. Masks are required 
whenever attendees leave their 
personal viewing area. Visit      
GenoaTwp.com/MovieNight. 

Sanctioned use of park shelter-
houses will resume with a new 
reservation system. Reservations 
will only be accepted online at 
GenoaTwp.com/Rentals and paid 
via credit card. The system is        
expected to be operational by late 
April for summer celebrations 
such as graduation parties,        
reunions or cook-outs. Rental of 
Township Hall is not currently 
available.   

The Township’s administration 
building (5111 Old 3C Highway) 
has been renovated with a glass 
window for walk-in business in 
preparation for reopening in June. 
Upgrades to Township Hall        
continue to provide improved      
audio during virtual public meet-
ings.  

Park restrooms at Center Green, 
Freeman and McNamara Parks 
have reopened on-schedule after 
a year of being closed. Cleaning 
occurs once per day with        
additional cleaning done as-
needed.  

The Board of Trustees has re-opened its meetings to the public (masks 
required). Virtual meeting options will remain available. Access meetings 
via the event calendar at www.GenoaTwp.com.  
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AALWAYSS THINKK 9111 FIRST 
What is an emergency? The smell of 
gas? That’s a true emergency. Smoke in 
the house? That’s a true emergency. 
Carbon monoxide? That’s a true               
emergency. 

“It’s surprising,” said Fire Chief Joseph 
Ponzi, “that some people may down-
play what may be a true emergency in 
their home.” Chief Ponzi has noticed an 
uptick in residents calling the main 
phone number for the fire department 
rather than 911. 

“The importance of 911 is that there is 
a three digit number that is easy to        
remember, that is answered 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, 365 days a year 
by trained professionals who are ready 
to answer your call and deal with what-
ever emergency you may have in your 
home or your business,” he said. 

Chief Ponzi’s concern is “the problem 

that presents to us is that if all the           
other firefighters are out on another 
call, there is not an actual person here 
who can answer the phone after hours. 
And that presents a true emergency. 
Always call 911. Even if it’s not a true 
emergency. The staff at 911 will ask all 
the right questions. They are                         
professionals. They can decide whether 
you have an emergency. Let the pros 
decide.” 

The Genoa Township Fire                
Department spends as much 
time and effort to avoid                 
emergencies as it does                   
responding to them. 

Each spring, for example, fire-
fighters check each of the 1200 
fire hydrants in the Township. “Usually, 
a resident won’t even know we’ve been 
through the neighborhood,” Ponzi says. 

As they check the hydrants for              
adequate water supply, “we don’t turn 
it on full blast,” he said, but sometimes 
hydrant flushing can stir up sediment in 
the water supply line. He said that it 
may turn the water off color but that 
usually goes away on its own within 12 
hours or by running the water a while 
to clear it up. 

And of the 1200 hydrants, each spring 
they find about a dozen or fewer that 
need to be repaired by Delco Water. 
“We report them, Delco fixes them,” 
Ponzi said. 

Township firefighters help avoid                

emergencies by gladly changing                 
batteries annually in smoke alarms or 
carbon monoxide detectors. “Some 
people aren’t aware that smoke alarms 
wear out after about 10 years and            
carbon monoxide detectors after five to 
seven years,” he said. Battery                   
replacement is an ongoing project the 
department does throughout the year. 
“Even if you get new ones, we’ll install 
those, too. If we can get one of our      
ladders to it, we’ll do it. Just call                 
614-568-2040 to schedule an appoint-
ment,” the chief said. But that’s not an 
emergency, that’s just good planning. 

Other than that, call 911 any time you 
have or think you might have an               
emergency.  

    There is a three  
digit number that 
is easy to remember, that is 
answered 24 hours a day,              
seven days a week, 365 days a 
year by trained professionals… 
Always call 911. They can              
decide whether you have an   

 emergency. 

-Chief Ponzi

911 “ 

” 

Fiscal Report
01/01/2021 YTD YTD Ending Balance

Fund Name Fund Balance Revenue  Expenditures  3/31/2021
General $3,386,319 $875,891 $411,533 $3,850,676
Motor Vehicle License Tax $21,228 $7,799 $0 $29,027
Permissive Motor Vehicle License Tax $63,084 $50,039 $0 $113,123
Gasoline Tax $63,557 $84,658 $60,250 $87,965
Road and Bridge $1,292,434 $1,488,849 $482,692 $2,298,591
Road & Bridge Capital Projects $100,000 $0 $0 $100,000
TIF Fund $1,070,800 $626,824 $6,826 $1,690,799
Cemetery $32,082 $0 $0 $32,082
Police $7,961,391 $1,884,789 $1,098,265 $8,747,915
Police Capital Projects $117,968 $0 $7,221 $110,747
Police Station-Capital Projects $338,123 $519 $21,180 $317,462
General (bond) (note) Retirement $1,387 $0 $0 $1,387
Enforcement and Education $6,559 $110 $0 $6,669
Law Enforcement Trust $44,758 $0 $0 $44,758
Bond - Police Station $500,178 $413,846 $4,704 $909,319
Fire $6,700,776 $2,376,225 $1,372,788 $7,704,213
Fire Capital Projects $1,726,287 $0 $0 $1,726,287
Fire and Rescue, Ambulance and EMS $415,052 $54,051 $19,285 $449,818
Self-Ins. Fund-Medical Insurance $0 $276,161 $276,161 $0
Parks $0 $338,423 $12,468 $325,955
Coronavirus Relief Fund $161,459 $194 $57,876 $103,776
Total $24,003,442 $8,478,377 $3,831,249 $28,650,570

Figures have been rounded to the nearest dollar. For additional information on Township fi nances visit www.OhioCheckbook.com
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Genoa Township’s Development 
and Zoning department cannot 
inspect, regulate, or address 
drainage concerns, even if it is  
related to construction or                   
development, such authority is 
not granted to township zoning 
under Ohio law. Furthermore, 
Genoa Township does not have a 
property maintenance code, nor a 
licensed civil engineer employed 
to review such matters. Grading 
and drainage proposals are                  
administered by the Delaware 
County Engineer and/or the             
Delaware County Department of 
Building Safety on the Township’s 
behalf, depending on the scope 
and type of project. Certain                 
drainageways and stormwater 
facilities are maintained by the 
Delaware Soil and Water                      
Conservation District (DSWCD). 

Residents with concerns about 
flooding and/or drainage on their 
property should contact DSWCD. 
A trained inspector from the             
district can come out to your 
property, evaluate the situation, 

and advise you of what can be 
done to address the problem. 
However, DSWCD cannot force a 
neighboring property owner to 
remedy a drainage or flooding 
problem. 

Private disputes between entities 
regarding property damage would 
typically have to be handled by 
the court system. Alternatively, a 
petition can be filed with the 
County requesting that the County 
Commissioners act on behalf of a 
landowner(s) to remedy a                           
drainage issue. 

ZONINGG && DEVELOPMENT
Joe Shafer, 614.899.0725

There are many types of                    
emergency (see page 2). There are 
your own when your smoke 
alarms or a carbon monoxide 
alarm awaken you from a sound 
sleep. And then there are others 
where the sheriff’s office or the 
National Weather Service wants 
to notify you of a snow                      
emergency, an approaching                 
tornado or a chemical spill. 

Instead of you calling 911 to             
report your emergency, Delco 
Alerts, a service of Delaware 
County, will notify you by email, 

text or phone call of an impending 
problem. 

More than 17,250 fellow residents 
of the county (1272 in Genoa 
Township) are signed up to          
receive the alerts. The service is 
funded by Delaware County and 
available at no charge to anyone 
who signs up. If you want to know 
about one of the nine weather 
problems in your neighborhood, a 
missing child, road blockages or 
any other significant public           
emergencies, sign up. 

FIRE/EMS/RESCUE
Chief Joseph Ponzi, 614.568.2040 

Construction has begun on the new pickleball 
court at Center Green Park (pictured above). 
Completion of the courts is dependent upon 
weather and progress on road resurfacing.  

Road resurfacing preparation has begun. The 
top layer of asphalt will not be applied until late 
summer by contractors employed by the            
Delaware County Engineer.   

The Spring Clean-Up Dumpster service takes 
place May 1-8. Yard waste and general trash 
will be accepted for disposal in the temporary             
dumpsters at the Genoa Township                     
Maintenance Facility located just beyond the 
Fire Station at 7049 Big Walnut Road. Residents 
may make an unlimited amount of trips to drop 
off material between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
Proof of residency is required. 

The Department extends its thanks to resident 
Richard Blatti for replacing the bird houses at 
Worthington Road Park. Thanks also to Robert 
Vaughan and family for building 42 raised bed 
gardens for the same park.   

MAINTENANCE
Bob Mathews, 614.568.2080

POLICE
Chief Stephen Gammill, 614.568.2060 

The occurrence of crime 
follows seasonal pat-
terns peaking in sum-
mer months                   
according to the a study 
completed by the         
Bureau of Justice            
Statistics and observed 
within our community. 

Lock doors to your 
home and vehicle, keep 

garage doors closed, 
and report suspicious 
activity to Genoa             
Township Police                
Department by calling 
911 in an emergency or 
the non-emergency     
dispatch line                      
(740-833-2800). Both 
phone numbers are 
staffed continuously. 

To sign up go to: emergencycomms.co.delaware.oh.us/delco-alerts

Notifications available:  

Shelter in Place/Evacuation 
Missing Persons 
High Wind Warning 
Flash Flood Warning 

Blizzard Warning 
Freezing Rain Warning 
Winter Storm Warning 
Severe Thunderstorm  
Warning/Watch 
Tornado Watch/Warning



CCOMMUNITYY CALENDARR 
EVENTS & HOLIDAYS 
Shelterhouse Rentals  | Now available! GenoaTwp.com/Rentals 

Spring Clean-Up  |  May 1– May 8  |  8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Dumpsters available for general trash and yard waste.  
Proof of residency required. Read more on page 3.

Memorial Day  |  May 31   
Township administration office closed. No delay to Rumpke service. 

Administration Office Reopens  |  June 1 
Walk-in business will resume pending completion of building            
renovation. Location address: 5111 South Old 3C Highway 

Movies at McNamara  |  June 12  |  Reservations Required   
Reserve your viewing area at GenoaTwp.com/MovieNight

PUBLIC MEETINGS
Board of Trustees  | May 6 & June 3  |  6:30 p.m.  
Zoning Commission  | May 10 & June 14 |  7:00 p.m.
Board of Zoning Appeals | May 25 & June 22 | 7:00 p.m. 
Note: Communications, Fire, Finance, Investment, Parks, and Police 
Advisory Committee meetings not shown.  

View the full calendar at www.GenoaTwp.com.

www.GenoaTwp.com   |   614.895.1126   |   5111 South Old 3C Highway, Westerville, Ohio 43082  
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Connie M. Goodman 
Trustee 
614.568.2024 
CGoodman@GenoaTwp.com 

Patrick Myers 
Fiscal Officer 
614-568.2023 
PMyers@GenoaTwp.com

Karl R. Gebhardt 
Trustee 
614.568.2025 
KGebhardt@GenoaTwp.com

Renee Vaughan 
Trustee 
614.568.2026 
RVaughan@GenoaTwp.com
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